
Reutter School Family, 

I hope that you had a   
wonderful holiday          
season.   

It is my distinct honor each 
academic year to present 
the Teacher of the Year 
Award to a deserving facul-
ty member at Reutter 
School.  I would like to con-
gratulate Mr. John Stagali-
ano for being selected as 
the Reutter School Teach-
er of the Year and Mrs. 
Lisa Waechter for being 
selected as the district’s 
Educational Support Spe-
cialist of the Year!  Both 
are phenomenal educators 
and well-deserving of this 
distinction. 

Reutter School was very 
busy over the past month 
from its award-winning ser-
vice learning program to 
creating a festive school 
environment for the winter 
holiday season.  Please take 
a look at a sample of our 
events from the month of 
December on the following 
pages of our newsletter. 

As we come back for the 
second half of the school 
year, we will devote addi-
tional attention in academic 
preparation to the upcom-
ing state assessment that 
is scheduled for April/
May.   (Most) students will 
receive  additional instruc-
tion in Math and ELA during 
their enrichment time fo-
cusing on effective general 
test-taking practices and 
reviewing content present-
ed during the first semes-
ter of the school year.   

I look forward to an       
excellent second half of 
this school year. 

-Mr. Peters 

Congratulations to         
Mr. John Stagliano for  
being selected as the    
Caroline L. Reutter School 
Teacher of the Year! 

Mr. Stagliano has been an 
educator for 
29 years, 27 
of which 
have been at 
the Caroline 
L. Reutter 
School.  Cur-
rently, Mr. 
Stagliano 
teaches 
fifth and 
sixth grade 
English   
Language 
Arts as well as Sixth grade 
science, social studies, and 
health classes. 

Upon the announcement, Ted 
Peters, Principal, noted, "Mr. 
Stagliano is a progressive ed-
ucator and lifelong learner 
who provides valuable life-
long lessons to his stu-
dents."  In addition to his 
teaching duties, Mr. Stagliano 
also serves as the school's 
teacher-in-charge, Safety 
Patrol Advisor and is a mem-
ber of various district and 
school committees.   

Through his nomination pro-
cess, parents commented that 
"Mr. Stagliano admires the 
skill of his students as he 
continues to challenge them 
to keep striving to do even 
better than they already 
are.  His humor, devotion to 
his classes, and obvious talent 
make him an excellent candi-
date for recognition of excel-
lence in teaching!"  Another 
parent summed up Mr. Stagli-
ano's nomination by saying 
"He's real with the kids, down 
to earth, but also a great edu-
cator that makes them strive 
to learn." 

Mr. Stagliano holds a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree from Trenton 
State College. 

Congratulations to        
Mrs. Lisa Waechter for 
being selected as the 
Township of Franklin Public 
School's Educational    
Support Specialist of the 
Year! 

Mrs. 
Weachter has 
been a speech 
language spe-
cialist for 34 
years with the 
past 24 within 
the Township 
of Franklin 
Public 
Schools.  She 
is currently 
the speech 
language specialist in the Car-
oline L. Reutter School, which 
houses the district's fifth 
and sixth grade students. 

As the leader of her district-
wide professional learning 
community and mentor, the 
other speech language spe-
cialists in the district have 
much admiration for Mrs. 
Weacher's professional de-
meanor.  They have stated 
that the "speech department 
is very lucky to have such a 
competent, conscientious 
speech language specialist like 
Lisa Weachter to lead our 
department.  She is a kind, 
hard-working employee who 
deserves to be recognized for 
all of her diligent work!" 

Mrs. Waechter is a commit-
ted educator within the Caro-
line L. Reutter School.  She 
participates in several school-
wide committees and greatly 
contributes to the positive 
climate found within the 
school.  "I appreciate the ex-
tra initiative that Mrs. 
Waechter presents on a daily 
basis.  She often goes over 
and above her normal job du-
ties and is always willing to 
assist the school or district,” 
explained Mr. Theodore Pe-
ters, Reutter School Principal. 
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   Special Dates of Interest: 

1/11 Character Color Day       
(Please wear Orange) 

1/12  Student Council’s 
Chick-fil-A Fundraiser 

1/12 Single Session—
 Teacher In-Service     
(Dismissal at 12:10 PM) 

1/15 School’s Closed 

1/25 Reutter RAM School
 Spirit Day 

1/25 Talent Show at DHS 
 (7:00 PM) 

2/8 Railroad Safety 
 Assemblies 

2/16-19 School’s Closed 

The January character trait of the month is FAIRNESS. 



 Reutter School students were able to purchase 
items for their family and friends at the annual 
PTO-sponsored  Holiday Shop during the month 
of December.  Thank you to the PTO for        
organizing this annual event. 

We will be doing many exciting things throughout the year 
with Accelerated Reading. You may notice very soon, if you 
haven't already, that your child is reading more books 
than usual. Many parents, in fact, find their children's new 
enthusiasm for reading so contagious that they start 
reading more themselves--a great family activity to do 
together!  Students will be held accountable for attaining 
a specific number of AR “points” within the Goal Period.  
Students will also receive at least one minor assessment 
score in their ELA class pertaining to their progress in the 
AR program.  Incentives and reward assemblies have been 
built into the school schedule to recognize students who 
have met and excelled in their independent reading activi-
ties. 
 
If you have 
any questions 
about the Ac-
celerated 
Reading Pro-
gram, please 
do not hesi-
tate to con-
tact the 
school’s librar-
ian or your 
child's English 
Language Arts 
teacher. 

Dear Parents: 
 
Reading is one of the most important skills children will ever 
learn. The child who reads well-and loves to read-will excel in 
school and achieve personal growth. 
    The most important goal regarding Accelerated Reading (AR) is 
to encourage a love for reading by developing confidence through 
practice.  Research demonstrates that reading practice is the 
most important factor in a student’s literacy development.  Liter-
ature-based reading practice allows students to perfect the 
reading skills they learn so that they can move beyond the strug-
gle of decoding text and begin reading for learning and pleas-
ure.  Accelerated Reader is an individualized reading program for 
students. It is only one part of the total reading program at 
Reutter School. It allows teachers to set goals, track growth and 
monitor comprehension. Students are encouraged to select books 
of their interest to complete the AR independent reading pro-
gram.  We encourage students to choose books within their read-
ing level that are of interest to them. The love of reading will 
develop when students are not frustrated by the text in the 
books they select.  Accelerated Reading is a wonderful tool for 
allowing this love of reading to happen.   
  
Accelerated Reading has three main objectives: 
1) to dramatically improve student reading performance, as meas-
ured by DRA2 Reading Assessment, 
2) to improve student's critical-thinking skills, 
3) to instill in students a lifelong love of reading. 
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PTO-Organized Holiday Shop 

Approximately three-
quarters of the student 
body achieved their first       
Accelerated Reader goal 
and earned their            
participation in a reward 
program.  The program for 
Goal Period #1 consisted 
of a movie and a teacher 
vs. students “Minute to 
Win It” activity.   

Goal Period #1 Accelerated Reader Reward Activity 



 

Reutter School welcomed the start of winter by 
having our annual winter holiday assembly on       
December 22.  A variety of performances by the 
school chorus and faculty.  Pictured are faculty and 
students participating in the assembly. 
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Winter Holiday Assembly 
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Pictured are students    
participating in the Sixth 

Grade Winter Dance. 



December was a very busy month for 
the service learning component of our 
school’s character development pro-
gram.  The counselor’s helpers coordi-
nated a coat drive for our community.  
The Student Council conducted their 
fifth annual toy and stuffed animal 
drive during the month of Decem-
ber.  Students across the district 
were encouraged to either donate a 
new-unwrapped toy or stuffed ani-
mal.  Student Council members donat-
ed the stuffed animals to the Town-
ship of Franklin Police Department, 
which will be used for children in-
volved in emergency situations.   

Student Council members took a field 
trip to the Inspira Medical Center – 
Vineland in order to personally deliver 
the new, unwrapped toys.  Students 
were able to provide an extra special 

holiday cheer to the patients in the 
hospital’s pediatric unit and pediatric 
emergency room while delivering the 
presents.  Mrs. Dawn O'Neil, Inspira - 
Vineland Nurse Manager commented 
positively about the organization's 
annual toy donation, "As a direct re-
sult of your kindness and generosity, 
your donation will provide a small to-
ken of comfort to the children that 
need to spend time in the hospital. 
Their day will be brightened and they 
will have some additional joy during 
their time here. The smiles that your 
gifts brought to our sick patients’ 
faces meant so much to them and 
their families." 

The Student Council would like to 
thank the students of the Township 
of Franklin Schools (PK-6) who donat-
ed items as part of their holiday col-

lection.  The annual collection was 
expanded throughout all three 
schools in the district, which tremen-
dously increased the amount of items 
collected for both components of the 
holiday collection drive. 

The Student Council is co-advised by 
the school’s Principal, Mr. Ted Peters 
and the school’s secretary, Mrs. Mary 
Kate Gereaghty. 
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Reutter School’s Holiday Service Learning Projects 

On Thursday, December 7th we 
celebrated Computer Science Edu-
cation week by participating in 
"Hour of Code". While solving maz-
es of gradually increasing complexi-
ty, students develop strong compu-
tational thinking skills and program-
ming logic. They learn that failing is 
OK and how to step through their 
program and find the bug if the 
program does not work. This year 
5th grade students were allowed to 
choose between a new 2017 edition 
called "Minecraft: A Hero's Jour-
ney" as well as Disney's Moana. In 
6th grade, we tried a new program 
called "Learn How to Code with Ka-
rel the Robot".   

Reutter School Celebrates the Hour of Code  



Under the direction of 
Mr. Ryan Griffin, the CLR 
Music Department enter-
tained a standing-room 
only crowd on December 7 
during their annual winter 
concert.  The band and 
chorus did a fantastic job 
performing various holiday 
inspired selections.   

CL Reutter School - The 
counselor helpers under the 
direction of school counselor 
Mrs. Kayla Callaway are 
brightening up the school by 
making holiday-themed 
"respect" posters.  
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Winter Music Concert 

 

The students and staff at Caroline 
L. Reutter School got into the holi-
day spirit during a special, holiday-
inspired spirit week.  The school 
community united and rejoiced to-
gether as they finished out the 
first third of the school year. 
 
Pictured are students and staff 
participating in the holiday-inspired 
spirit week sponsored by the school 
counselor helpers and character 
development committee.  

Reutter School Becomes Festive for the Holidays 



 

Caroline L. Reutter School 
 
 
Theodore Peters, Principal 
Kayla Callaway, School Counselor 
Orysia Zorzi, School Nurse 
Mary Kate Gereaghty, Secretary 
 

Phone: (856)694-0223 
Email: 
tpeters@franklintwpschools.org 
kcallaway@franklintwpschools.org 
ozorzi@franklintwpschools.org 
mgereaghty@franklintwpschools.org 

Student Report at the December Board 
of Education Meeting 

 

Reutter School now has a page for 
dates and times of after school 
activities. It can be found under 
the "Parents/Students" area of 
the Reutter Website. Dates are 
listed beginning January 2018.  

The mission of the Township of Franklin Public Schools is to develop the unique potential of each individual student and create global learners through a challenging and diverse curriculum in a 
positive learning climate that promotes the development of the whole child and fosters respect for all students. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MRS. ORYSIA ZORZI, 
DECEMBER STAR FACULTY/STAFF            

MEMBER OF THE MONTH! 

 

Congratulations to Mrs. Zorzi, Reutter School 
Nurse, for being selected as the December 2017 
STAR Faculty/Staff member of the Month. 

Mrs. Zorzi was com-
mended for her per-
sonalized attention 
and commitment to 
her practice by nomi-
nating teacher, Mrs. 
Kathi Nie-
owoehner.  Mr. Peters, 
School Principal, com-
mented that "Mrs. 
Zorzi is an outstanding 
school nurse who ex-
emplifies the methods 
of demonstrating care 
and compassion for 
our students." 

Mrs. Zorzi is serving 
in her sixth year as 
the Reutter School 
Nurse. 

 

REMINDERS 
 

Single Session Day (Dismissal at 12:10 PM) has 
been scheduled for January 12 

 

School is Closed on January 15 

 

School is Closed February 16-19 

The Reutter School Student Council President Jordyn 
Rosenberg and Vice President Valerie DiPietro deliv-
ered a state of the school report to the Township of 
Franklin Board of Education during its December 2017 
meeting.  The students spoke about instructional and 
extracurricular events occurring within the school over 
the first few months of the academic year.  


